
 

 

Fellowship Baptist— Feb. 27, 2016 AM 
 Title: “Nathanael, the guileless one”—John 1:43-51 
 
INTRODUCTION:   
There are only 5 references to Nathanael in Scripture. 
Four of these he is called Bartholomew, these are simply the list of the Apostles. 
    (Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14; Acts 1:13) 
The other time he is mentioned is in John 1 where he is called Nathanael. 
Nathanael is the studious type; a student of the Word; a man of deep devotion. 
There is only one passage that tells us about Nathanael—John 1.    
 Two great lessons we need to learn from Nathanael:  
 1.  Weight everything in light of Scripture.  (The Church of Berea in Acts 17:11) 
 2. Be genuine, don’t be a hypocrite. (Matt. 23) 
 
I.  Nathanael was a student of the Word of God.—1:45-48 
 A. He knew the prophesies concerning the coming of the Messiah. 
  1. Philip’s remarks—v.45 
  2. Nathanael’s answer—v.46 
  3. All the prophesies cited Bethlehem as the birth place. 
 B. He spent time alone with God.—v. 48 
  1. The fig tree was a place of meditation. 
  2. A place for prayer—the Lord met with Nathanael there.   
 
II. Nathanael was genuine in his faith in God.—v. 47 
 A. Not all who were of Abraham were true to God. 
  (Faith is a matter of the heart not nationality. 

--Rom 2:28-29; Gal 3:6-7; 26, 29; John 8:39-40.) 
 B. Nathanael was a true believer.—“no guile” (No hypocrisy.) 
 
III. Nathanael accepted Christ on the basis of the word of God.—v.49. 
 A. He accepted Jesus as the Son of God. 
  1. John’s gospel was written to prove that Jesus 

         was the Son of God.—John 1:1-3; 20:30, 31. 
  2. Nathanael examined Jesus in light of the OT scriptures. 
 B. He accepted Jesus as the ruler of Israel.  (Reference to Mic. 5:2.) 
   
IV. Nathanael saw great things from the Lord.—John 1:50-51 
 A. He saw Jesus raise the dead, heal the sick, teach the multitudes. 
 B. He saw the resurrected Christ. 
 C. He saw the ascension of Christ.—Acts 1 
 
CONCLUSION: Nathanael a student of the word.  Accomplished no great things but 
enjoyed the presence of Christ.  Nathanael according to history was flogged to  
death. Only a strong belief in the word of God that will keep us true to Christ until death. 


